
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E57February 2, 2000
minds, which for the past 22 years has been
back in Philadelphia at Temple University. Her
brilliant career in education, which began on
the west coast at San Francisco State Univer-
sity (where she started one of the first black
studies curriculums in the United States) has
always pushed the edges, breaking down bar-
riers between men and women, whites and
blacks, and intellectuals and the working
class.

This unique contribution has not gone unno-
ticed at Temple University. Sonia was the first
Presidential Fellow at Temple University and
currently holds the Laura Carnell Chair in
English as well as being the Chairperson of
the Women’s Studies Program. As you can
see, Temple University will sorely miss the
presence of Sonia Sanchez. However, I am
confident that retirement will not mute the
voice that has influenced so many of us over
the past 65 years. It is with great pride that I
reflect on these past years in which Philadel-
phia has been home to Sonia Sanchez. And
it is with great enthusiasm that I hope for
many more.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to pause and remember a man
that will be missed by many people in South-
ern Colorado. Dr. Robert S. Young passed
away on January 19, 2000. He was 85 years
old.

Dr. Young was the medical director of CF&I
Steel Corporation from 1969 to 1984 and
again in the early 1990’s. He loved working at
the steel mill. He was dedicated to assuring
that workers followed safety rules to prevent
injuries suffered from occupational hazards.
When injuries did occur, Dr. Young was al-
ways ready to make sure the employee was
fully recovered before returning to the work-
place. He enjoyed the associations he devel-
oped with staff and employees. His relation-
ships at the mill were the most satisfying part
of his career.

Dr. Young was a medic in World War II and
during his time overseas, he worked with Dr.
Hatt from Massachusetts who was in charge
of the Shiners Hospital. Dr. Young worked at
the Shiners Hospital for Crippled Children in
Honolulu after the war.

Dr. Young had a private practice in Fort
Scott, Kansas and Pueblo, Colorado for 26
years. He will always be remembered for giv-
ing the best care to his patients .

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in memory of Dr. Robert
Young. His memory will live forever in the
commitment of quality care for patients.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Rev. Paul Binion, Ed-
ward Richardson, Judge Ivy Glover Roberts,
Cynthia Ann Sterling, and Joe Williams, for
being selected the Year 2000 Portraits of Suc-
cess by KSEE 24 and Companies that Care.
In celebration of African-American History
Month, these five distinguished local leaders
are being honored for their unique contribu-
tions to the betterment of their community.

Rev. Paul Binion has served the Westside
Church of God for the past twenty-one years
as Senior Pastor. In addition, he serves on
many boards and committees: Evangelicals for
Social Action, Black Californians for Life, Pris-
on Fellowship of Central California, and Inter-
state Association of the Church of God. He
also serves on the No-Name Fellowship Steer-
ing Committee, Fresno Leadership Founda-
tion, Parents Aware, Fresno Pacific University
Service Corp., Fresno Institute for Urban
Leadership, and West Fresno Ministerial Alli-
ance.

Edward Richardson was the first African-
American building contractor to be licensed in
the City of Fresno by the State of California.
Mr. Richardson has become a mentor for
other African-Americans starting his or her
own construction companies. He is soon to be
inducted into the African-American Museum
for the work he has done in the Central Valley.

Judge Ivy Glover Roberts maintains a pri-
vate law practice, in addition to her duties as
the University Complex Developer for Wilber-
force University. Previously she was an ad-
ministrative law judge for the State of Cali-
fornia for eight years, and was Criminal Courts
Commissioner, Deputy District Attorney, and
Deputy Probation Officer for Los Angeles
County.

Cynthia Ann Sterling is a full-time funeral di-
rector and grief counselor, as managing direc-
tor of Sterling Funeral Home, Inc. In addition,
she serves on the Fresno City Planning Com-
mission, is State President of the National Fu-
neral Directors & Morticians Association,
President of Fresno African-American Min-
istries, and a Board member of the Girl Scouts
of America. Sterling Funeral Home is a Fresno
tradition, founded in 1949 by Cynthia’s par-
ents, Elma and Feltus Sterling.

Joe Williams is CEO of Richard Heath & As-
sociates, responsible for the day-to-day oper-
ation of this $2 million corporation that has
contracts with the State of California Healthy
Families Program, energy conservation pro-
grams with PG&E, Southern California Gas,
San Diego Gas & Electric, and Southern Cali-
fornia Edison. He is former executive director
of Fresno County Economic Opportunities
Commission, responsible for Head Start, ref-
ugee services, youth-at-risk services, and
many others.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay
tribute to Rev. Paul Binion, Edward Richard-
son, Judge Ivy Glover Roberts, Cynthia Ann
Sterling, and Joe Williams for being recog-

nized as the KSEE 24 Companies that Care
2000 Portraits of Success honorees. I applaud
the contributions, ideas, and leadership they
have exhibited in our community. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing these fine peo-
ple many more years of continued success.
f
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Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I was regrettably
absent on Monday, January 31, and con-
sequently missed a recorded vote on H. Con.
Res. 244. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 2.
f
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to pause and remember the
life of a World War II veteran who sadly
passed away on January 4, 2000.

James A. Barrett was born on January 5,
1919 to James and Ida Barrett in Cortez, Col-
orado. James attended school in Cortez and
graduated from Cortez Union High School.
During World War II, James served in the
United States Army and Air Force. For nearly
two years, he was held captive as a prisoner
of war in Germany.

James was a life member of the Cortez Elks
Lodge #1789, a member of the Mancos Vet-
eran’s of Foreign Wars, and the Mancos
Lodge of Masons. He married Frances
Normera Petty in 1940 and they celebrated 59
years of marriage.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in James memory and
honor. He was a great American who greatly
contributed to his country and community.
f

HONORING THE NATIONAL APPRE-
CIATION DAY FOR CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of the National Appreciation Day For
Catholic Schools. As a former Catholic school
student, I know first hand the value of a
Catholic education. Catholic schools teach stu-
dents faith, discipline, pride, and a respect for
learning. They instill a strong moral foundation
necessary for children to grow while distin-
guishing right from wrong. Catholic schools
are unique in that they allow students to grow
and learn in a spiritual environment, estab-
lishing the body as a whole; mind and soul.

I especially wish to recognize the delegation
of students, teachers, and parents that make
the National Appreciation Day For Catholic
Schools a special day. Their commitment to
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ensuring an exceptional Catholic education
and maintaining quality Catholic schools en-
sures that Catholic students in the future will
continue to benefit from outstanding edu-
cational opportunities. An overwhelming per-
centage of students in our Diocese of Cleve-
land attend college, which is a sign of the ex-
cellent work of our local Catholic School sys-
tems are doing.

I would also like to recognize the National
Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) for
their efforts to promote educational and cat-
echetical goals. By sponsoring events like the
Seton Awards, which recognize individuals
who have made outstanding contributions to
Catholic education, the NCEA works diligently
to insure better education across America.

Providing excellent educational opportunities
for all children is one of the most important
goals in our society. I am encouraged by the
involvement of the students, teachers and par-
ents who are observing the National Apprecia-
tion Day For Catholic Schools.

f
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor Rev. Vernal E. Simms, the
newly-elected President of Black Clergy of
Philadelphia and a distinguished member of
the church. Rev. Simms was born and raised
in Boston, Massachusetts. Throughout his life,
he has made undying efforts to serve the
community and push forward to better the
church and its people. He has spent tireless
days helping in the production and creation of
community developments such as weekly and
monthly food programs, day care centers, and
facilities to accommodate the older generation
of his community. Rev. Simms has managed
to organize a new way of life for many and
continues to provide consistent efforts in fur-
thering these ideas and expanding on the fu-
ture of all communities that surround him. In
the course of sharing his knowledge and com-
passion he has touched many while pastoring
in Plymouth, Massachusetts; Chatham, New
York; Brooklyn, New York; and Moorestown,
New Jersey.

Rev. Simms currently serves as the pastor
of Morris Brown African Methodist Episcopal
Church in North Philadelphia, and the Vice
President of the African Methodist Episcopal
Preacher’s meeting of Philadelphia and the Vi-
cinity. While assuming such immense and
prestigious responsibilities, he has found time
to be a loving father of four and the husband
of Mary L. Boxley.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my fellow Philadelphians
to join me today in congratulating Rev. Vernal
E. Simms, Sr. on his election as President of
Black Clergy of Philadelphia and vicinity. I am
confident that this organization will continue to
grow and prosper under his leadership. I look
forward to his successful future.

HONORING DONALD R. D’AMICO,
WINNER OF THE AMERICAN CEN-
TURY AWARD

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to honor a winner of the Amer-
ican Century Award, Ronald R. D’Amico, Re-
tired Colonel of the United States Air Force.

Colonel D’Amico served in the USAF for
nearly 30 years, most of which were as a
combat and fighter pilot. He flew 129 combat
missions during the Korean War and over 100
missions in Vietnam during three tours of duty.
Colonel D’Amico was awarded four Distin-
guished Flying Crosses for heroism, two Pur-
ple Hearts, and thirteen Air Medals among a
total of 50 awards and decorations.

Colonel D’Amico also displayed a quality of
character that makes us all proud to be Ameri-
cans. During the Korean conflict, Don used
some of his spare time to help an orphanage
for Korean children. He would gather milk that
the soldiers would not drink and take it to the
orphanage along with other supplies, some of
which were donated and mailed from his par-
ents’ church in Rochester, New York. Even
now, Don keeps pictures of the children he
helped.

During the Vietnam Conflict, Don nearly lost
his life after being shot down during an attack
on a heavily fortified enemy position. Fortu-
nately, he and his crew were rescued and
after nine months in the hospital, Don returned
for two more tours of duty.

Since retiring from the Air Force in 1977,
Don continues to be involved with issues and
community service. In the 1980’s, he volun-
teered with a variety of organizations that
worked to educate America about the dangers
of Communism. In 1989, he joined the Board
of Directors of Street-Smart Inc., a program
helping inner-city youth avoid the dangers of
gang involvement. In 1990, Street-Smart was
recognized by President Bush as one of the
‘‘Thousand Points of Light’’.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to honor Donald R. D’Amico, American Cen-
tury Award Winner. He risked his life in de-
fense of freedom and still gives selflessly to
his country and community.
f
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that I inform the House of the death
of Don Hutson, of Lebanon, Missouri. He was
68.

Mr. Hutson was born on November 4, 1931,
in Kansas City, MO, to Alpha Henry and Lola
Hutson. He graduated as valedictorian from
Oak Grove High School and went on to grad-
uate with honors from Central College. In
1958, he earned a juris doctor degree with
honors from George Washington University
Law School. He then spent 4 years as a staff
assistant to Senator Stuart Symington. This
gave him an opportunity to work on many leg-

islative issues beneficial to the state of Mis-
souri.

Mr. Hutson was a well known and respected
attorney, who practiced law in Kansas City
and Lebanon for 40 years. Prior to entering
private practice, he was appointed assistant
prosecuting attorney for Jackson County, serv-
ing as chief trail attorney for most of the major
felony cases in Kansas City. He was com-
mended for successfully prosecuting and con-
victing dozens of organized-crime figures dur-
ing one of the first national organized-crime
drives.

Mr. Hutson was recognized for his numer-
ous achievements throughout his life. He was
named in Who’s Who in American Colleges
and Universities, Who’s Who in America,
Who’s Who in the Midwest and Who’s Who in
American Law. In addition, he was active in
his community and civic affairs. Mr. Hutson
was an ordained minister in the Christian
Church and served as a Christian Church min-
ister at Oak Grove, Lone Jack and other
churches in Missouri. He was the founder of
the Lebanon Arts Council and involved with
the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce and the
Lebanon Concert Association.

I know the Members of the House will join
me in extending heartfelt condolences to his
family: his son, Eric; his three daughters, Shei-
la, Robin, and Heather; and five grandchildren.
f

A TRIBUTE TO REV. RANDALL
MCCASKILL

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor Rev. Randall McCaskill and com-
mend him for his accomplishments during his
3 year tenure as head of the Black Clergy of
Philadelphia and the surrounding vicinity. Rev.
McCaskill has inspired and aided countless
citizens of Philadelphia during his leadership.
Working together with the Rendell administra-
tion in fostering improved inter-racial relations,
Rev. McCaskill gave his unique insight during
such trying times as the 1998 Grays Ferry in-
cident. It was in times of urgency such as this
that Rev. McCaskill showed us how truly im-
portant he is to our city. As President of the
Black Clergy of Philadelphia, he recognized
his role as a motivating force in our commu-
nity. He consistently offered solutions to nu-
merous problems our city faced, maybe best
illustrated by his diplomatic efforts during the
sensitive School Board of Philadelphia budget
negotiations of 1998–99 and his key role in re-
solving the potentially crippling dispute be-
tween SEPTA management, and its union
heads and employees.

Rev. Randall McCaskill has been anything
but passive in his efforts to help Philadel-
phians in need. He has assumed massive re-
sponsibility within a diverse body of national
and local organizations, most obvious being
his role as founder and pastor of the Olivet
Baptist Church. As pastor, McCaskill manages
the fiscal solvency of the church, which offers
day care, job training, medical services, etc.
Furthermore, Rev. McCaskill is a member of
the original charter founders of the Opportuni-
ties Industrialization Centers and is Vice-Presi-
dent of the Strawberry Mansion Corporation,
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